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OBITUARIES

would like to thank family and friends for the prayers, 
food, cards, masses,  owers, memorial gifts, visits 
and other acts of kindness during the loss of our 

loved one. Thanks to those who provided the music 
and assisted with the funeral mass, and for all who 

The family of 

Leon Vessels 

prepared food and helped with the meal after 
the burial service. Special thanks to Pat Barr, EMTs, 

Deacon Greg, Father Ray, Father Bob, Jimmy, 
Charlie, Brenna, Levi, Ella and Hager Funeral Home. 

Your thoughtfullness will never be forgotten.

Mary Vessels, Leona and Pat Wheatley, Frankie and Cheryl 
Vessels, Peggy and Lee Hardesty, Michelle Vessels, Patrick and 

Angela Wheatley, Shaun and Melissa Hardesty, and 
Apryl and Chris Stansbury

Julie A. 
Weick

Sept. 23, 1994

In loving 
memory of

Cannot begin to say thank you to everyone for 
all of the overwhelming love and support that 
we have been shown during our loved one’s 
hospital stay and passing. We are so grateful 

and blessed for all of the prayers, hugs, visits, 
cards, messages, food and gifts given to us. 
We appreciate each and everyone  so much. 

Special thanks to Jenkins-Bruington-Sturgeon 
Funeral Home for all of their help and support.

With Love,
Mary Alice Smith, Julie and Eric Haley and 

family, Emily & Kyle Kasey and Shane Smith

Barry M. Smith
The family of

LINDA SUE COWSERT FUQUA
 
 Linda Sue Cowsert Fuqua, 52, Brandenburg, Ky., died 
Sept. 22, 2014, at her residence.  
 She was born on Sept. 29, 1961, the daughter of Charles 
and Pearl Cowsert.
 She was preceded in death by her parents; a brother, 
Leon Cowsert; and a sister, Judy Dreffs.  
 She is survived by her husband of 26 years, Daniel 
Fuqua; three children, Charles Claycomb, Christlin 
Gardner and John Robert Fuqua; three brothers, Bill 
Cowsert and J.R. Cowsert, both of Louisville, Ky., 
Jim Cowsert, Jonesboro, Ill.; a sister, Alice Cowsert, 
Muldraugh, Ky.; and three grandsons, Kevin Stephon 
Gardner, Jaxson Leeman Gardner and Bryer Daniel Case 
Fuqua.
 Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. on Sept. 26, from 
the chapel of the Hager Funeral Home, with Rev. Tom 
Bridge, officiating.  Visitation will be held at the funeral 
home from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sept. 25 and after 9 a.m. 
on Sept. 26.  
 Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contri-
butions to Hosparus of Central Kentucky.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

ANGELA MARIE STIFF HOLTSCLAW
 

Angela Marie Stiff Holtsclaw, 38, 
Hartselle, Ala., died Sept. 17, 2014, 
at her residence. 

She was preceded in death by 
her father, Thomas Ray Stiff; and 
her maternal grandfather, George 
“Corky” James. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Wayne Holtsclaw; two daughters, 
Mackenzie and Kaitlyn Holtsclaw; a 

mother and step father, Mary and Mark Gee; paternal 
grandparents, James and Rebecca Stiff; a maternal 
grandmother, Dorothy James; two sisters, Andrea Mize 
and Lisa Reynolds; a brother, Lonnie Johnson; and 
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews.

She was a member of World Harvest Christian 
Church of Hartselle.

Funeral Services were held on Sept. 21, from the 
chapel of the Hager Funeral Home. Rev. Charlie Cain 
officiated. Burial followed in the St. George Cemetery. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of con-
tributions to a college fund for Angela’s daughters c/o 
Park Community Federal Credit Union, 2328 Point 
Mallard Dr., Decatur, AL  35601; or to the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22718, Oklahoma City, OK  
73123-1718. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuner-
alhome.com.

KARL V. HOPSON
 
 Karl V. Hopson, 89, Sacramento, Calif., died Sept. 
13, 2014. 
 He was born on April 16, 1925, the son of Perry and 
Etha Irene Valentine Hopson. 
 He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 
Ella Mae Rogers Hopson; his only daughter, Yvonne 
“Vonnie” Hopson. 
 He is survived by a sister, Rosetta Chandler; three 
nephews, Thomas ( Joan) Calhoun, Sanford (Rozena 
Delmar, Cecil (Nikki) McElroy Jr.; two nieces, Rose-
mary (Will Mwansa) Bailey, Kim McElroy; and several 
great and great-great nieces and nephews, as well as a 
host of other relatives and friends.
 Karl loved to play cards and Bingo and was an avid 
sports fan.
 Graveside services were held on Sept. 20, at the Zion 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery. Rev. Glen 
Gordon officiated. Hager Funeral Home was entrusted 
with arrangements. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuner-
alhome.com.

ROBERT A. LEE
 
 Robert A. Lee, 44, Hardinsburg, died, Sept. 22, 2014 
at Norton Audubon Hospital in Louisville.
 He was born August 20, 1970 to the late Donna Semore 
Lee.  
 He was preceded in death by a sister Angela Lee.  
 He is survived by his wife Becky Lee, Hardinsburg; a 
step-son Brandon Duke; his father George Lee, Barbo-
urville, Ky.; a brother Gary Lee of Barbourville; a step-
brother James Lee, Bowling Green, Ky.; and a step-sister 
Andrea Lee, Williamsburg, Ky.
 Cremation was chosen by the family.  The family will 
have services at a later date.
 Alexander Funeral Home handled the arrangements.
Condolences may be expressed at www.irvingtonfh.com.

THOMAS JAMES “JIMMY’ MUDD
 
 Thomas James “Jimmy” Mudd, 63, formerly of Radcliff, 
Ky., died Sept. 21, 2014 at Glasgow Health & Rehab Cen-
ter. 
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles T. and 
Elizabeth Mudd. 
 He is survived by two brothers, Frank Mudd, Flaherty, 
Ky. and  Charles I. Mudd, Vine Grove, Ky.; a sister, Martha 
Ann Klaus, Chicago, Ill.; and several nieces and nephews. 
 A graveside service was held Sept. 23, at St. Brigid 
Catholic Church Cemetery, Vine Grove, with Rev. Dan 
Lincoln officiating. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyandchism.
com.

LUCRETIA CLARKSON WELCH
 
 Lucretia Clarkson Welch, 80, Ekron, Ky., died Sept. 
16, 2014, at Hardin Memorial Hospital in Elizabeth-
town, Ky. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. 
Johnnie Welch; a daughter, Denise; her parents, Gertie 
Banks and Boyd Thomas Clarkson; nine brothers and 
sisters; and two great-grandchildren. 
 She is survived by five children, Joseph (Judy) Welch 
Sr., John Louis (Marty) Welch, Wanda (Robert) Welch, 
Nancy (Mark) Young, and Tim (Faye) Murray; 18 grand-
children; 32 great-grandchildren; and four great-great 
grandchildren.
 She was a member of Zion Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, where she was an active member participating 
in the Christmas Club and the Sisters of Zion.
 Funeral Services were held Sept. 23, at the Zion 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church. Rev. Glen Gordon 
officiated. Burial followed in the church cemetery. 
 Expressions of sympathy may take the form of con-
tributions to the family. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuner-
alhome.com.

DONALD EUGENE PIERCE
 
Donald Eugene Pierce, 78, Radcliff, Ky., died Sept. 21, 
2014 at his residence.
 He was born February 18, 1936 in Ivesdale, Ill. to Roy 
and Lola Pierce. 
 He was preceded in death by his parents; a brother, Roy; 
and a sister, Shirley Pierce.
 He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Linda R. 
Pierce; a daughter, Stephanie (Joe) Bowman; two grand-
children, Meredith Bowman and Garrett Bowman; a sister, 
Wanda Paden; and several nieces and nephews. 
 He was a 1974 graduate of the University of Illinois and 
was employed at Uarco, Radcliff, as the plant accountant 
until his retirement in 1993. He served three years in the 
United States Army and was a 50 year member of Masonic 
Lodge #240, Champaign, Ill. He was also a member of 
the First Christian Church, Elizabethtown, Ky. and the 
Seekers Life Group.
 A graveside service for Mr. Pierce was held Sept .23 at 
the North Hardin Memorial Gardens, Radcliff, with Rev. 
Chris Kiger officiating. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyandchism.
com.

Coping with grief and loss
Submitted Article

Common symptoms 
of grief

While loss affects people in different ways, many ex-
perience the following symptoms when they’re grieving. 
Just remember that almost anything that you experience in 
the early stages of grief is normal—including feeling like 
you’re going crazy, feeling like you’re in a bad dream, or 
questioning your religious beliefs.

Shock and disbelief – Right after a loss, it can be hard 
to accept what happened. You may feel numb, have trouble 
believing that the loss really happened, or even deny the 
truth. If someone you love has died, you may keep expect-
ing him or her to show up, even though you know he or 
she is gone.

Sadness – Profound sadness is probably the most uni-
versally experienced symptom of grief. You may have feel-
ings of emptiness, despair, yearning, or deep loneliness. You 
may also cry a lot or feel emotionally unstable.

Guilt – You may regret or feel guilty about things you 
did or didn’t say or do. You may also feel guilty about cer-
tain feelings (e.g. feeling relieved when the person died af-
ter a long, difficult illness). After a death, you may even feel 
guilty for not doing something to prevent the death, even 
if there was nothing more you could have done.

Anger – Even if the loss was nobody’s fault, you may 
feel angry and resentful. If you lost a loved one, you may be 
angry with yourself, God, the doctors, or even the person 
who died for abandoning you. You may feel the need to 
blame someone for the injustice that was done to you.

Fear – A significant loss can trigger a host of worries 
and fears. You may feel anxious, helpless, or insecure. You 
may even have panic attacks. The death of a loved one can 
trigger fears about your own mortality, of facing life with-
out that person, or the responsibilities you now face alone.

Physical symptoms – We often think of grief as a 
strictly emotional process, but grief often involves physi-
cal problems, including fatigue, nausea, lowered immunity, 
weight loss or weight gain, aches and pains, and insomnia.

Coping with grief and loss tip 1: Get support
The single most important factor in healing from loss is 

having the support of other people. Even if you aren’t com-
fortable talking about your feelings under normal circum-
stances, it’s important to express them when you’re griev-
ing. Sharing your loss makes the burden of grief easier to 
carry. Wherever the support comes from, accept it and do 
not grieve alone. Connecting to others will help you heal.

Finding support after a loss
Turn to friends and family members – Now is the time 

to lean on the people who care about you, even if you take 
pride in being strong and self-sufficient. Draw loved ones 
close, rather than avoiding them, and accept the assistance 
that’s offered. Oftentimes, people want to help but don’t 
know how, so tell them what you need—whether it’s a 
shoulder to cry on or help with funeral arrangements.

Draw comfort from your faith – If you follow a reli-
gious tradition, embrace the comfort its mourning ritu-
als can provide. Spiritual activities that are meaningful to 
you—such as praying, meditating, or going to church—can 
offer solace. If you’re questioning your faith in the wake of 
the loss, talk to a clergy member or others in your religious 
community.

Join a support group – Grief can feel very lonely, even 
when you have loved ones around. Sharing your sorrow 
with others who have experienced similar losses can help. 
To find a bereavement support group in your area, contact 
local hospitals, hospices, funeral homes, and counseling 
centers.

Talk to a therapist or grief counselor – If your grief 
feels like too much to bear, call a mental health profes-
sional with experience in grief counseling. An experienced 
therapist can help you work through intense emotions and 
overcome obstacles to your grieving.

Coping with grief and loss tip 2: Take care of yourself
When you’re grieving, it’s more important than ever to 

take care of yourself. The stress of a major loss can quickly 
deplete your energy and emotional reserves. Looking af-
ter your physical and emotional needs will help you get 
through this difficult time.

Face your feelings - You can try to suppress your grief, 
but you can’t avoid it forever. In order to heal, you have to 
acknowledge the pain. Trying to avoid feelings of sadness 
and loss only prolongs the grieving process. Unresolved 
grief can also lead to complications such as depression, 
anxiety, substance abuse, and health problems.

Express your feelings in a tangible or creative way. 
Write about your loss in a journal. If you’ve lost a loved 
one, write a letter saying the things you never got to say; 
make a scrapbook or photo album celebrating the person’s 
life; or get involved in a cause or organization that was 
important to him or her.

Look after your physical health. The mind and body are 
connected. When you feel good physically, you’ll also feel 
better emotionally. Combat stress and fatigue by getting 
enough sleep, eating right, and exercising. Don’t use alco-
hol or drugs to numb the pain of grief or lift your mood 
artificially.

Don’t let anyone tell you how to feel, and don’t tell your-
self how to feel either. Your grief is your own, and no one 
else can tell you when it’s time to “move on” or “get over it.” 
Let yourself feel whatever you feel without embarrassment 
or judgment. It’s okay to be angry, to yell at the heavens, to 
cry or not to cry. It’s also okay to laugh, to find moments of 
joy, and to let go when you’re ready.

Plan ahead for grief “triggers.” Anniversaries, holidays, 
and milestones can reawaken memories and feelings. Be 
prepared for an emotional wallop, and know that it’s com-
pletely normal. If you’re sharing a holiday or lifecycle event 
with other relatives, talk to them ahead of time about their 
expectations and agree on strategies to honor the person 
you loved.

 One of the things I 
love to do most is travel 
abroad, and I have been 
fortunate to make two 
trips (so far) to modern-
day Israel, often called 
‘the Holy Land.’ While 
there is much to captivate 
a visitor there, my favorite 
site is the Wailing Wall 
in Old City Jerusalem. 
The Western Wall of the 
Temple Mount has long 
been a sacred site for Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians 
alike, and the practice of 
placing written prayers on 
scraps of paper into the 
crevices of the wall ’s mas-
sive limestone bricks has 
become a time-honored 
tradition. 
 Both times I was there 
I placed my prayers inside 

Minister’s Corner 
the wall, and both times I 
marveled at how close God 
felt as I lifted my prayers 
and left them behind for 
God to address. Later I 
had occasion to wonder 
what actually became of 
those written prayers. 
It’s great to picture God 
coming along and gath-
ering them up each eve-
ning in order to carry 
them back to Heaven and 
begin answering them. 
Alas, it turns out that 
twice a year, the prayers 
are pulled from the crev-
ices, gathered together, 
then buried somewhere 
on the nearby Mount of 
Olives.  
 I thought of this recently 
when I came across a pic-
ture of me placing prayers 
in the Wailing Wall back 
in 2009. I wondered 
how long they remained 
wedged in that holy place. 
I then wondered what 
becomes of the prayers 
we offer to God, whether 
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written, spoken, sung, 
or thought? Most of us 
would say that a prayer 
offered to God on a piece 
of paper is no more or no 
less effective or meaning-
ful as one uttered aloud or 
offered internally. 
 Scripture tells us that 
the prayer of an upright 
person is powerful and 
effective ( James 5:16), 
that Jesus taught a spe-
cif ic prayer methodology 
to His followers (Mat-
thew 6:9-13), that we are 
to practice private prayer 
(Matthew 6:6), and that 
we are to never cease 
praying (1 Thessalonians 
5:17). 
 Is a prayer a tangible 
thing? Does it have a 
shelf life and an expira-
tion date? Does a prayer 

always get a fair hear-
ing? Does it always get 
to its intended desti-
nation? Finally, if all 
those suppositions are 
true, how does the Lord 
handle all the billions of 
prayers that come His 
way each day? I have no 
idea, but I do know that 
God is God, that He has 
called me to be a person 
of prayer, and that prayer 
changes things. Just 
because I can’t com-
pletely trace the arc of a 
prayer I launch toward 
God doesn’t mean it 
doesn’t f ind its way. I 
know only that God 
receives my prayer...and 
once I know that, then 
all I have to do is stay in 
touch with Him! 


